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Follow-up report on:

The BIG CLIMATE
EVENT

Saturday 7th November 2009
Oxford Town Hall, 9.30am – 6pm

The event was organised by Oxfordshire
ClimateXchange and the Oxfordshire

Community Action Group (CAG) Project, with
the support of OxCAN (Oxfordshire Climate

Action Network).

The event wouldn’t have been possible without the financial support of the following
organisations, to whom we are extremely grateful:

The idea for the event

The impetus for the Big Climate Event was the identified need for groups across the country to share their
skills, projects, best practise – and to get to know each other. The day followed on from 5 ‘Joining the Dots’
events that had been organised by Oxfordshire ClimateXchange from 2007–2008, and the need for a skills-
share event also identified from feedback from the Oxfordshire Community Action Groups. It is known that
people love the experience of networking with other groups, feeling part of a bigger picture and sharing
solutions together - but there is also a need for more in depth information.

With this in mind, an online survey was produced to ask groups and individuals involved in climate change what
workshops they’d most like, and the programme was then devised accordingly using the skills and knowledge
already available in the community.
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Academia: Oxford
University and Oxford
Brookes University

Community groups: at least 40
groups are active on climate
change between Oxfordshire
CAGs and other local initiatives

Local Authorities:
climate change
commitment, Carbon
Reduction plans,
leadership

Businesses: at least 40 climate
change related business, from
SMEs to £multi-million technology
spin off companies

Snapshot of Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire is tremendously lucky to have such a density and wealth of climate change expertise, action and
commitment across the broad sectors of Oxfordshire: academia, community groups, businesses and Local
Authorities. Whilst the amount of activity is large, the challenge still remains to network across the sectors in a
meaningful, accessible and tangible way. The Big Climate Event aimed to join together the community action
sectors, but it was acknowledged that more cross-sectoral networking, skill sharing and support is needed to
capitalise on the amount of expertise in the county.

OxCAN (the Oxfordshire Climate Action Network) is part of the answer, with the mission: To encourage and
support individuals and communities in Oxfordshire to take effective action to reduce their carbon emissions
and prepare for a changing climate. It’s membership consists of Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Environmental Change Institute of Oxford University, Oxford Diocese Environment Group, Oxford Brookes
University, Northmoor Trust, Community Action Groups, Oxfordshire Waste Partnership, Oxfordshire
Environment Partnership, COIN, United Sustainable Energy Agency, Oxfordshire County Council, Oxfordshire
Waste Partnership, South Oxfordshire DC, Cherwell DC, Vale of the White Horse DC. Apologies received;
Oxford City Council, West Oxfordshire DC, Thames Valley Energy, UK Climate Impacts Programme,
Environment Agency.

Workshops

The workshop topics were decided in consultation with the
groups. Below is a short summary of the workshops, with
any associated presentations available on the Big Climate
Event website.

Workshop 1 COPENHAGEN & BEYOND.

Dr Heike Schroeder is a researcher at the Environmental Change
Institute, and did a question and Answer session about
Copenhagen and the COP (Conference of the Parties) process.
See ECI bloggers at Copenhagen here: http://ecioxford.blogspot.com/
Mim Saxl was the Stop Climate Chaos local organiser for the Wave, which took place in London on 5th

December. It’s been estimated that around 1,000 people went from Oxfordshire – well done!
John Gordon from Wallingford spoke of the need for a more joined up political approach to action in
communities. This part of the workshop was followed by a lunch time meeting, and has led to the organisation
of further meetings with people wishing to contribute to this. Further details can be obtained from John Gordon:
jk.gordon@btinternet.com




